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Manchester Road

Stocksbridge Town Investment Plan – Our Projects 

Working in partnership to deliver a new vision
for the future of Stocksbridge



Levelling up Manchester Road 

Next Stages Manchester Road has always been 
at the heart of the town’s social, 
commercial and retail activity in 
Stocksbridge. 

A lack of investment in recent years and 
a loss of key businesses and facilities 
has undoubtedly seen a decline of this 
part of the town. 

You Said - We Did

Our consultation sessions in October 
told us that Manchester Road was 
a key concern for local residents.  
Improvements were welcomed but 
we’ve listened to that feedback and 
reworked the plans to include major 
improvements to the shopfronts in 
the area. Along with our placemaking 
proposals and a smaller footprint for 
the Library and Crossover Hub this 
investment will transform Manchester 
Road. 

The Town’s Fund presents the 
opportunity to re-generate the 
Manchester Road area, creating new 
uses and activity for this key location in 
Stocksbridge. 

Stage 1

- Further consultation feedback

Stage 2

-  Business cases submitted to 
Government across the Town       
Investment Plan projects 

Stage 3

-  Submission for Planning

Stage 4

-  Potential start on site

Stage 5

-  Potential completion and          
occupation of new Library          
and Crossover Hub



Library and Crossover Hub artists impressions  

Encouraging collaboration, the Hub 
will create an enterprise eco-system 
where businesses in the digital, tech, 
creative, clean growth, professional, 
scientific and technical sectors can 
create highly productive, high value 
jobs. 

Education and skills provision will 
enable local people to acquire the 
skills needed for the new growth 
sectors, and a 21st century library 
will offer residents the latest in digital 
connectivity, as well as a modernised 
library service.
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Library and Crossover Hub internal plans
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SECOND FLOOR

UPGRADED BUILDING FRONTAGES

NEW PUBLIC SPACE

(WITH STEPS JOINING THROUGH 

TO HOPE STREET)

PROPOSED REUSE AND EXTENSION OF 

EXISTING LIBRARY BUILDING PROVIDING 

NEW LIBRARY, OFFICES AND COMMUNITY 

SPACE.

IMPROVED PUBLIC REALM

REMOVAL OF BUILDING AND CREATION 

OF NEW PUBLIC SQUARE)

NEW PARKING



Manchester Road placemaking 

Transforming Manchester Road and 
enhancing the experience of all who use 
it, new public realm and public spaces 
will create an environment attractive 
to workers, shoppers and visitors, and 
stimulate investment along Manchester 
Road and at key gateways into the town.
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Precedent: Grey to Green, Sheffield City Centre
Rain gardens and feature planting with new sufacing, stone features and seating.

DRAFT

Rain gardens along northern side of Manchester Road created within existing highway land by narrowing 
carriageway by 1.0 metre. Southern highway boundary unchanged. Larger rain gardens along southern 
edge provide opportunities for tree planting and more impact.

Bespoke, high quality, digitally connected space, for entrepreneurs, start-ups and microbusinesses; 
co-working space; flexible office units; modern library; flexible space for education and community uses.

Linear seating areas with stone features and trees set within rain garden areas.

Kiosk

Reinforced loading/delivery bays.

Crossing.

Building reconstructed and set further back.

Bus stop in carriageway, with bus shelter.

Parking along Manchester Road.

Pedestrian connections to Fox Valley Shopping Centre

Car parks resurfaced and white-lined.

Carriageway separation paving.

Controlled crossing.
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Connectivity and access 

Creating better links between the 
different parts of the town including:

Better pedestrian links between Fox 
Valley and the Manchester Road area 
encouraging more linked trips

• Improved car and cycle parking 
provision and clear links through to the 
new Library and Crossover Hub

• Continuity of signposting for car 
parking and key facilities across the 
town centre
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FOOTPATH CHANGES - Currently 1.7m wide, scope to widen to 3.3m.

Investigate if half could be accessible and improve surfacing (Preferably

with permeable surfacing). Improve lighting.

FOOTPATH CHANGES - Widen 15m section at the bottom by relocating dry

stone wall, Widen path for 75m with steps if required at steeper sections, use

reclaimed stone setts from further up, provide 1m-1.5m in non slip materials

- permeable if possible alongside. Move railings back, clear vegetation and

improve lighting if required.

FOOTPATH CHANGES - Widen path for 75m by moving the existing railings

back, provide smooth tarmac path with steps if required at steeper sections.

Provide ramps within steps for prams / buggies etc.  Clear adjacent

vegetation  and improve lighting if required.

FOOTPATH CHANGES - Investiagte obtaining 1.5m of land to the east of the

path for 90m. Move fence back and remove vegetation, resurface footpath

and improve lighting if required.

FOOTPATH CHANGES - Widen 85m of footpath and resurface, possibility of

landscaping / low level planting to one side (without causing a maintenance

liability). Cut hedging down by 1.5m and Improve lighting if required.

CAR PARK LAYOUT IMPROVEMENTS - Assess Council

owned car parks for space gain and review tariffs and

stay. Resurface (Permeable surfacing preferred), mark

bays, review location of recycling in area next to the

Co-op.
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IMPROVED LINK TO FOOTPATH - Resurface private

unmade road as far as footpath and improve

footway between Hole House Lane and footpath.

IMPROVED WAY FINDING - Improve visibility of the

path to and from Manchester Road including signing.
9

8

IMPROVE FOOTWAYS  - Provide dropped kerbs and

tactile paving, Investigate the feasibility for a

pedestian Island at Haywood Lane / Nanny Hill

junction.

PROTECT PEDESTRIAN ROUTES  - Advertise Double

Yellow Lines (No Waiting At Any Time) to improve

visibility and protect key pedestrian routes.

ACCESSIBLE PATHS - Investigate providing an accessible path along side a

stepped path. Path to be no more than 1:10 with smooth surface

FOOTPATH CHANGES - Widen 85m of connecting path to Knoll Close,

improve drainage and raise levels where required, suface in tarmac or

permeable surfacing. Improve Lighting and Signing.

7
FOOTPATH CHANGES - Widen path between Edward Street and Hope Street

car parks,surface in tarmac or permeable surfacing. Improve Lighting if

required and provide planting scheme alongside.

NEW FOOTWAY - Provide new footway in tarmac

TRANSPORT PROJECTS SERVICE

HOLE HOUSE LANE / EDWARD STREET / HOPE STREET - CAR PARK AND

FOOTPATH ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS  (1:1000@A3)

MANCHESTER ROAD TO KNOLL CLOSE AND VICTORIA ROAD -

FOOTPATH ACCESS IMPROVEMENTS   (1:2000@A3)

NANNY HILL / BOCKING HILL - DROPPED

KERBS AND PEDESTRIAN ISLAND  (1:2000@A3)

KEY

REGULATIONS
TRAFFIC



Facade facelift - a fresh new look for Manchester Road 

It has been identified that several buildings along Manchester Road are in need of 
improvements in order to create a more welcoming street scene and to extend the 
life of the existing buildings in the town making them more attractive to tenants and 
shoppers.

The images below demonstrate possible improvements to buildings identified as 
needing renewal.

EXISTING

It has been identified that several buildings along Manchester Road are in need of 
improvements in order to create a more welcoming street scene and to extend the 
life of the existing buildings in the town making them more attractive to tenants and 
shoppers.

The images below demonstrate possible improvements to buildings identified as 
needing renewal.

PROPOSED

It has been identified that several buildings along Manchester Road are in need of 
improvements in order to create a more welcoming street scene and to extend the 
life of the existing buildings in the town making them more attractive to tenants and 
shoppers.

The images below demonstrate possible improvements to buildings identified as 
needing renewal.

EXISTING

It has been identified that several buildings along Manchester Road are in need of 
improvements in order to create a more welcoming street scene and to extend the 
life of the existing buildings in the town making them more attractive to tenants and 
shoppers.

The images below demonstrate possible improvements to buildings identified as 
needing renewal.

PROPOSED

As part of the regeneration of Manchester Road we want to work with local 
businesses and property owners on a new Shop Front Grant Scheme which will 
transform this part of the town centre. Independent businesses are the backbone 
of our high street and we want to ensure these businesses have the visual impact 
on the street they deserve as part of our town centre investment. 

It is seen as necessary that design standards are adopted 
through Stocksbridge and particularly along Manchester Road. 
One specific area which will improve the town’s identity is to 
encourage a design standard for shop fronts, currently the shop 
frontages are extremely varied and in many places messy and 
untidy, creating an uncared for appearance. It is suggested that 
new shop fronts are kept in a traditional style which better suits 
the architecture of the town. Examples shown below:

As an addition to shop front design it is seen as important that 
standards are also adopted for signage to maintain a tidy and 
cohesive aesthetic. It is suggested that new signage to premises 
are kept in proportion with the traditional shop frontages and 
do not overcrowd the façade. Signage that is mounted lettering 
or painted onto the frontage is seen as more appropriate than 
signage printed on plastic sheeting or canvas banners. Examples 
shown below:

The public realm along Manchester Road is in serious need of 
upgrading, there are large areas of unused awkward spaces along 
the street. There are several barriers to pedestrians, restricting 
movement unnecessarily and large brick planters which fill 
useable spaces. The surface treatment is also aged in many 
places and is patchy including swathes of brick, concrete slabs 
and tarmac. It is suggested that a more uniform surface finish is 
introduced and that the spaces are made more useable with the 
inclusion of green spaces between. Examples shown below:
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